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h i i\ . Precipitation is the source of all water. Surface water and ground water are related.

o=, ; - Drinking water can come from either source. Ground contaminants can affect both.

i 2 o TR _ ! " The relationship between ground water and surface water is part of the hydrologic
j.r—" : o s cycle. Precipitation that falls from the atmosphere as rain or snow reaches the land

e Foxr q_z R - 20 ! surface and recharges rivers, lakes, wetlands, and other surface bodies of water directly
adl i 1 74 S . 7 W, through overland runoff. Surface water also seeps into the ground through infiltration

: ' S f"\, : ¥ and eventually reaches the ground water; or through evaporation, returns to the

atmosphere. Water evaporates from leaves and stems of plants through transpiration.
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implementation requires local awareness of and appreciation for surface water
resources and effective enforcement of setback and buffer requirements.

At a minimum, Maine’s shoreland zones include all land within:
- 3 , « 250 feet of the high-water line of any pond over 10 acres, any river that drains at
2 least 25 square miles, and all tidal waters and saltwater marshes;
u - + 250 feet of a freshwater wetland over 10 acres (except “forested” wetlands); and
P, i . * 75 feet of a stream that is either an outlet stream of a great pond, or located below

230 o i A 1 T the confluence of two perennial streams as depicted on the most recent, highest
A 'l:\ = resolution version of the National Hydrography Dataset avaiable from the USGS.

\ ' Shoreland zoning encourages towns to provide greater protection to their local water

90¢
L

resources by applying shoreland zone protections to additional resource types such as
smaller streams and wetlands, and rare terrestrial features. For specific guidance

s A regarding Maine’s Mandatory Shoreland Zoning Act contact the Dept. of Environmental
- = Protection Shoreland Zoning Unit: Southern Maine 207-615-7044; Central Maine

B 2 4 i ' 207-441-7419; Eastern & Northern Maine 207-356-8318,
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/slz/
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